Christmas Eve Service                                                       December 24, 2025
Prairieland Parish
[bookmark: _Hlk61016048]As we unite in worship today, we extend a warm welcome to each one present.  May we together experience the presence of God
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++.
We Gather to Prepare Our Hearts to Meet Our Lord

Prelude – Welcome - Announcements
A Service of Word & Carols

*CALL TO WORSHIP
 Rejoice, for God is with us — Emmanuel.
In the darkness of our world shines God's holy light.
 Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live.
God is truly with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God!

*UMH # 238       “Angels We Have Heard on High”

[bookmark: _Hlk116486526][bookmark: _Hlk116486678]*OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people.
 We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ's birth.
 In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world. Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those God favors." This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.

The Prophecy of the Messiah
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, John 1:1-2, 4-5
-Lighting of the first Advent candle-
-A moment of prayer-
[bookmark: _Hlk116486595]++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph
Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25
[bookmark: _Hlk116486609]-Lighting of the second Advent Candle-
-A moment of prayer-
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
[bookmark: _Hlk116486624]The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus
Luke 2:1-5

*UMH #218           “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Jesus is Born
Luke 2:6-7
-Lighting of the Christ Candle

UMH #219   “What Child is This”. (remain seated)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
[bookmark: _Hlk116486757]Jesus' Birth is announced to the Shepherds
Luke 2:9-14

[bookmark: _Hlk116486772]UMH # 245             “The First Noel”. (remain seated)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
[bookmark: _Hlk116486793]The Shepherds find the Baby Jesus
Luke 2:15-18
[bookmark: _Hlk116486815]-Lighting of the third Advent candle-
-A moment prayer-
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
[bookmark: _Hlk116486832]The Wise Men Bring Their Gifts to Jesus
Matthew 2:1-11
Lighting of the fourth Advent Candle-
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

*Offertory/Doxology/Prayer
Giving God, as we recount the story of your gift of a Savior on that night long ago, we remember there were some who said, “There’s no room”, and others who responded, “Come, we’ll make room.” As we bring our gifts to your altar, which group will be the best fit for each of us? Help us give with a heart of abundance and not one of scarcity! On this holiest of nights, let us dwell with those whose chorus is, “Come, we’ll make room…,” remembering your abundant love for us. In the name of our Savior and Redeemer, we pray. Amen. (Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)) 

*Christmas Eve Benediction
Tonight, as we celebrate God is with us in the birth of Jesus, let us continue to live lives of hope, peace, joy, and love.

Share God’s love with the shepherds you meet on the hillside.
Let the communion of the Holy Spirit fill your heart with glad tidings like the angels.

And the Prince of Peace born again tonight, may He live in your heart to comfort and challenge you as you seek to live as one of his disciples. Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE LIGHT
*UMH # 239    “Silent Night”
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